is                   LIFE IN THE HEROIC AGE
Far more than on agriculture, however, the Achaeans de-
pended for their livelihood on the pasturage of flocks and herds.
They kept goats, sheep, and swine; but their most prized
possession was the ox, an animal doubly useful for ploughing
as well as for food. In this primitive age when coined money
was not yet invented, they even measured values by so many-
head of oxen; and many female names, such as Alphesiboea
*the winner of oxen', disclose the fact that at the time of the
child's birth the anxious father had looked forward to his
daughter's marriage-day when she would bring him some return
for the cost of her upbringing. On Achilles' shield the oxen are
not forgotten:
A herd of straight-horned kine anon
He did fashion tJiereupon;
Of gold and tin were the kine chased
And with lowing loud they paced
From the midden to the mead
By rippling river and waving reed.
And golden-wrought beside the kine
Went drovers four, and with them nine
Fleet-footed hounds were following;
But among the cows ahead
Two lions terrible and dread
A mighty bull held bellowing.
Loud roared he, as they dragged him down
And the young swains and dogs made haste
To aid him; but they two had torn
The hide of the great bull to taste
The entrails and black blood. In vain
The drovers urged the swift dogs on;
But they in fear shrank back again
And cowering there gave tongue.
Olive-picking was a humdrum task; but the vintage was a fit
theme for poetry.